Argo Civic Association Minutes
Monday, September 14, 2026 7:00 PM   Location: via Zoom
Board Members Present:
Utricia Charles- President		      Bernard Jaramillo – Treasurer  
Lizbeth Villafañe – Vice President       Gwedolyn Palmer – Secretary (absent)
Marjorie Morales– Recording Secretary
Proceedings: Call to order by President at 7:10 pm
The Pledge of Allegiance
Review of June 8th monthly minutes by Recording Secretary: Marjorie Morales
· Meeting opened by President Utricia Charles; Pledge of Allegiance recited.
· Treasurer Bernard Jaramillo reinstated after prior treasurer stepped down.
1.        Treasurer Report – Bernard Jaramillo
· Operating balance: $3,652.48 as of Sept. 1, 2026 (up from ~$2,100 in June).
· Increase attributed to vendor fair fundraising.
· Funds support scholarships and civic initiatives.
2. 	5th Precinct Report – Officer Caggiano
Crime down over the summer. Two vehicle thefts: Honda left running; recovered in Rosedale. Lexus stolen after window break; investigation ongoing. Scam alert: Caller posing as police requesting bail money. Residents urged to verify claims and avoid sharing financial info.Reckless e‑bike/scooter complaints → enforcement underway.Emily Avenue enforcement: Congregation, littering, disturbances addressed throughout summer.
Community Concerns with Officer Caggiano
Emily Avenue : Ongoing activity at construction site; summonses issued. Commercial vehicles near 265 Emily Avenue (including red van). Overnight parking & hydrant obstruction → ticket issued; night patrol follow‑up promised. Officer will update Utricia after checking permits and patrol notes. Crystal Street Reported mechanic‑type activity and late‑night fireworks. Issues to be added to night‑patrol roll call. UBS Arena: Traffic delays, illegal parking, blocked driveways during events. Police enforce event parking restrictions; supervisor to be consulted for traffic assistance. Residents may call 911 for blocked driveways. Suggestion: clearer notices & more visible temporary signage.
3.	Sanitation District 6 – Steve Fredericks
Announced paper shredding, prescription drop‑off, electronics recycling: Oct. 11, 10 AM–1 PM, 80 Cherry Valley Ave. Nine new garbage trucks delivered this year. Loose leaves cannot be piled in streets due to fire risk; yard waste becomes mulch/compost.
4.	Scholarship Committee – Sandy Figueroa
Proposal to rename scholarship in honor of Officer Patricia Espinosa → supported by members. Officer’s family expected at June 3 Elmont Senior Awards.
5.	Bylaws & Valmont Discussion
· Association now using Elmont Argo Civic Association name.
· Idea raised: combining with Valmont Civic Association, whose civic group is inactive. Concerns: added responsibilities without resident participation. Current bylaws already allow any Elmont resident to join. No merger or bylaw changes approved.
6.	Program Committee – Vendor Fair Report
39 vendors registered; 27 attended first vendor fair. Strong vendor and volunteer participation; Key Club assisted. Public turnout lower than expected despite flyers, email, social media. Plan to make vendor fair annual. Outreach may expand to Queens and nearby communities. 50/50 raffle: $400 collected; winner Maria Cruz received $200.
7.	Membership: $25 per household annually. Members‑only WhatsApp group + general community channels. Need volunteers for audit and program committees. Goal: some in‑person quarterly meetings (venue TBD). Renewal notices sent automatically via website.
8.	Legislator Carrie Solages – Legislative Update
Traffic light at Nassau Road & Dutch Broadway under reconsideration. Capital funding for water study and remediation along Elmont Road. Concerns discussed: Meacham Ave traffic, Covert Ave playground upgrades, Dutch Broadway beautification. Proposed gas‑tax holiday and economic revitalization efforts.Pothole near CVS/Dunkin’ is on private property; Carrie will contact owner Mr. Singh.
9.	Community Announcements
· Armando from Assemblywoman Michaelle Solages office:
· Distributed ~1,000 backpacks; supplies still available.
· Breast Cancer Walk/Run: Oct. 10, 3–5 PM, Hendrickson Park.
· PSEG Energy Assistance Presentation: Oct. 11, Elmont Library.
· Stephanie Douglas School Board/Library Updates:
· School open nights & PTA meetings.
· Lion King Jr. Performances:
· Oct. 15 – Clara/Dutch Broadway
· Nov. 19 – Alden/Gotham, Elmont Library, 7 PM
· School board meeting: Oct. 13, Stuart Manor (livestream available).
· New Dutch Broadway principal; facility improvements underway.
Next Meeting  -  Monday, October 12, 2026 7PM 
Minutes will be posted on the website within a week. 
Regular meetings: Second Monday monthly, 7 PM on Zoom.
· Meeting closed by Recording Secretary Marjorie Morales at 8:22pm.
Important Dates
· Oct 10: Breast Cancer Walk/Run – Hendrickson Park, 3–5 PM
· Oct 11: Sanitation District 6 Shredding/Drop‑off – 80 Cherry Valley Ave, 10 AM–1 PM
· Oct 11: PSEG Energy Assistance – Elmont Library
· Oct 13: School Board Meeting – Stuart Manor
· Oct 15: Lion King Jr. – Clara/Dutch Broadway
· Nov 19: Lion King Jr. – Alden/Gotham, Elmont Library, 7 PM
· Monthly: Argo Civic Meeting – 2nd Monday, 7 PM (Zoom) 
