Argo Civic Association Minutes
Monday, March 9, 2026
7:00 PM
Location: via Zoom		

Board Members:										
Present:
Utricia Charles- President
Lizbeth Villafañe – Recording Secretary
Excused
Varrett Kennedy – Vice President
Bernard Jaramillo – Treasurer
Gwedolyn Palmer – Secretary

Proceedings:
Call to order by Lizbeth Villafañe at 7:05 pm 
The Pledge of Allegiance
Review of last month minutes by Utricia Charles


1. Lizbeth Villafañe  – Treasury report 
· The account is in good standing with a balance of $2,514.97


2. PO Caggiano, A – NCPD 5th Precinct POP 
· PO Caggiano took the time to explain her duties and responsibilities as a POP officer.  
· For the month of February 2026 there was one (1) Felony Assault arrest. One female assaulted another.  Females were unknown to each other.  One (1) Residential Burglary.  Perpetrator was able to gain entry through the bathroom window and exit through the front door grabbing the car keys and stealing a vehicle.  There is an uptick in residential burglaries.  Reminder to keep rear windows and doors locked.
In  addition there was one (1) Drug arrest and one (1) Commercial Burglary at the Super Laundry on Village Avenue.
· Catalytic converters along with tire and rims are being stolen, particularly from Honda Civics, Toyota Camry, Chevy Silva and Ford F150. PO Caggiano suggested parking in well-lit areas, turning the wheels to the side and engaging the Emergency brake.  If you see a double parked car, call 911 and if possible give the make, model, color and direction of flight.
· Phone scams continue to be a problem.  They target elders.  They use manipulation as a way to scam.  For example they pretend to be a bank or the police.  Never give personal information to anyone calling claiming to be anything.  You do not know who is on the other line.
· If you need lighting on your street, email the POP unit for assistance. 005poppoliceofficers@pdcn.org

3. Steve Fredericks – Sanitary District 6 Supervisor  
· He states that the building renovation is almost completed.
· His office received over 150 calls during the snow storm.  His office does not handle snow blowing/removal.
· He graciously offers assistance to anyone who calls his office.


4. Sandy Figueroa – Argo Civic Scholarship Committee chair
· Applications for the Argo Civic scholarship(s) is due April 17.  
· The application and requirements are listed in the scholarship booklet.
· No applications will be accepted after the 17th.  Time for review is needed by the scholarship committee.
· The amount of the scholarships is still pending.

5. Armando Varela – Office of NYS Assemblymember Michaelle C. Solages
The following areas were announced and/or discussed: 

· A Women of Distinction Event was held where 10 women were celebrated for their distinguish work in Nassau.
· The office is hosting a Tax preparation Event on Saturday, March 28.  There are 10 slots open for anyone making $70.000 or less.  Your taxes will be prepared for free by Four Leaf Credit Union. You can reach out to his office for more information. 
· The NY Citizen Preparedness Training is Saturday, May 16, 2026 from 10:00AM-12:00PM.  This training is to prepare you on what to do during and after a natural disaster or any emergency situation.  Anyone who attends will receive an emergency “Go bag”.  This bag includes items such as a radio, batteries, flashlight, and first aid kit.  
· There is an uptick on calls to the office regarding unemployment claims.  If you are in need of help, you can reach out to him and he will put you in contact with the Department of Labor.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In regards to garbage.  He contacted the NY State DOT for the entrance ramp to the Southern State and Queens DOT for the entrance ramp to the Cross Island on Hempstead Turnpike.  NYS cleans once a quarter.  Other communities have Adopt a Highway program which volunteers go out and clean.  Elmont does not have one.
· His office is looking into having The State Troopers barrack located between 13-14S knocked down.  This building is unoccupied and has become a nuisance to the homes directly behind.  The destruction of this building is estimated to cost about one million dollars.  Other alternatives are being sought to occupy the space.  For example having a Dunkin Donuts or a charging station.  Anyone with suggestions on what can occupy this space is encouraged to call his office or email him.
· Armando can be contacted at 516 599-2972 or varela@nyassembly.gov 
6. Community concerns/Announcements
· A pamphlet with important numbers and resources has been created for Elmont.  It will soon be available.  Any suggestions on what should be included can be emailed to Utricia or Lizbeth at argocivicelmont@gmail.com or pocahantaa@aol.com 
· The Argo Civic is looking to have guest speakers at every meeting.  Some suggestions are TPS, Immigration and Mental Health.  Any other suggestions on topics would be appreciated.  For April a guest speaker on Mental Health is a possibility.
· There is no Lawn & Leaf pickup from January to March.  Mr. Fredericks stated that the facility is closed during the winter and will resume in April.
· Litter has become a problem in Elmont.  This can be seen on all entrances and exits to Elmont.  It was suggested that cameras be installed as a solution to deter dumping.
· A reminder to renew your membership and/or join the civic. www.argocivic.com 

7. Next meeting is Monday April 13, 2026, 7:00 PM	






Lizbeth Villafañe
Recording Secretary
